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Suggestions for Reading Readiness Instruction 


J. E. W. Wallin, Ph.D., 


Director of Special Education and Mental Hygiene 
Department of Public Instruction and 
Board of Public Education in 
Wilmington, Delaware 


The following suggestions, prepared by the Division’s staff, 
should prove valuable for developing reading readiness in non- 
readers, beginning readers, or children of low reading power. 


I. Vocabulary Development 


1. Encourage the child to talk about his everyday experi- 
ences, such as home experiences, excursions, and school activi- 
ties. Gradually get him to talk in complete sentences. At first, 
he may answer questions by using one word or a phrase. The 
teacher can put the information into a sentence and encourage 
the child to repeat it or to “tell all about it.” 

2. Show the children pictures of familiar objects, such as 
shoes, spoon, stove, coat, and hat and have them tell what they 
are used for, of what they are made, where they can be pur- 
chased, etc. 

3. Show pictures of various animals and birds and have 
the children tell what kind of animals they are. 

4. Show a picture, have them describe it, and make a short 
story about it. 

5. Have one child describe some object in the room and 
have another child guess what it is. 

6. Tell a short story and have the children retell or dram- 
atize it. The stories may be about the children themselves or 
their families. Children’s tales may also be used. 

7. Have the children dramatize familiar persons in the 
community, such as a postman, policeman, or grocer, and also 
familiar community services, such as transportation by street- 
car, bus, train, airplane, auto, etc. 
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8. Play games involving the use of speaking parts. Use 
a toy telephone to arouse interest. 
9. Dramatize children’s songs. 

10. Use nursery rhymes, riddles, poems, and songs to im- 
prove enunciation and enlarge vocabulary. 

11. Have the children make up their own riddles for other 
members of the class to answer. 

12. Have the children carry out a series of commissions and 
then tell all about it. For example: Have him go to the desk, 
get a box of pencils, and give one to each child. When he has 
completed the activity have him tell the class in complete sen. 
tences what he did. 

13. Do choral speaking and reciting. 

14. Play games of this type: Think of something that is 
big, little, pretty, ugly, etc. 

In some of the above, occasionally display short words in 
print or script or write on board. 


II. Development of Reading Interest or Desire 


1. Develop a favorable attitude toward reading. Arouse 
the desire to read through creating a felt need for reading. Use 
interest-provoking pictures. Let pupils and teachers talk about 
them or construct stories about them. Let the teacher place 
some of the important short words on the board. Let the child 
place similar cut-out words on the corresponding objects. Let 
the teacher read simple stories relating to pictured scenes to 
arouse the desire to find out more from the printed page. De- 
velop reading stories based on the child’s experiences, placing 
words on blackboard. Allow pupils to see the pictures as the 
teacher reads the stories. 

2. Use flash cards when playing familiar games. For ex- 
ample: 

a. In the “Farmer in the Dell,” instead of inviting the 
farmer’s friends verbally, hold up a card on which is printed 
the name. 

b. When playing “Did You Ever See a Lassie,” use flash 
cards containing the printed action words, run, hop, dance, etc. 

c. Use a picture with printed phrases under it. E. g. 
“We wash our clothes,” “We sweep the floor,” etc., when play- 
ing “Here We Go ’Round the Mulberry Bush.” 
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3. Use flash cards containing directions. -E. g.: “Bring me 
the book,” “Skip to me.” 

4. Provide picture books and allow children to use them 
frequently. ' 

5. Have the children make booklets of pictures. 

6. Keep a builetin board of information and announce- 





ments up to date. Encourage the children to consult it for sur- e 
prises. 

7. Label objects in the recom and objects brought in by the 
children. 


II. Development of Visual Discrimination 


1. Teach color names so that the child can find a given 
color on request. Give him a number of red, yellow, green, and 
blue circles (or squares or rings from which to choose). 

2. Give the children colored paper circles (or squares) 
made of construction paper and have them sort them into 4 
piles, with one color only in each pile. 

3. Give the children colored paper circles (or squares) of 
different sizes and colors and have them follow directions of 
this type: “Put the big red circle next to the small blue one.” 

4. Have the children make a simple pattern of colored 
blocks or sticks. Later show the pattern for a few seconds and 
take it away or cover it before the child reproduces it. 

5. In a given picture have the children pick out a desig- 
nated object or form. For example: In a given picture contain- 
ing a great many objects have the child pick out a dog or a box. 

6. Give the child a series of pictures, as 4 cats and one 
dog, and have him mark the one that is not like the others. 

7. Have children match pictures, letters, and words. 

8. Let child sort shapes or forms differing only slightly 
in size. 

9. Train child to discriminate between short words on ac- 
tion-response cards by action responses and word calling. 

10. Teach the children to recognize their own names and 
those of their classmates. 








IV. Development of Auditory Discrimination 


1. Show the child a series of pictures of objects (or ob- 
jects) all beginning with the same sound, such as, book, ball, 
bell, and have the child find each object on a verbal command. 





195 








The Training School Bulletin 


2. The teacher asks the children to find pictures of famil. 
iar objects and pronounces the words phonetically. For gx. 
ample: “Give me the sh—oe,” “Who can find the c—at?” Ags 
the child shows the cat he says, “cat.” 

3. Read a rhyme to the children and stop just before the 
rhyming word. Have the children supply it. 

4. Tap on a glass, block, bell, etc., and have the blindfolded 
child identify the object. Vary by placing the objects behind a 
screen. 

5. Have child count taps, regular and irregular. 

6. Give several familiar words all of which begin with the 
same sounds except one. Have the children listen for the one 
that is different. 

7. Initiate exercises in the identification of simple word 
sounds with the symbols in print or script. Have the child find 
pictures to match the words and pronounce the words clearly. 


V. Development of Muscular Coordination 


1. Develop the large muscles by jumping over an obstacle, 


walking along a line, hopping, skipping, dancing, etc. 

2. Throw a ball or bean bag into a receptacle or through 
the holes of a bean-bag board. 

3. Trace, color, paste, cut, and handle objects as much as 
possible. 

4. Construct objects for the group project. For example: 
build a grocery store with counters and shelves and plan the 
arrangement of cans, boxes, etc. 

5. Use clay or other modeling materials for creative ac- 
tivities and finger painting on large sheets of paper. 

6. Have the children play marching games with and with- 
out music. Give them opportunity for rhythmic activities. 

7. Play relay games in which they carry various objects. 

8. Make jig-saw puzzles and scrap books. 

9. Teach the child to write his name, and to trace words 
and simple phrases, being sure that the child writes from left 
to right. For example, at Christmas the child might trace or 
copy “Merry Christmas” on a card for his mother. 


VI. Development of Memory and Attention 


1. Provide some training in memorizing poems, memory 
gems, and songs. 
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2. Give the child simple directions and gradually increase 
the difficulty of the task. 

3. Give the child a definite visual pattern, such as a string 
of beads containing round and square blocks in alternation, 
and ask him what comes next. 

4. In a “Touch Game” let the first child touch two objects, 
the second child the same two objects in the same order plus 
a third object, the third child the three objects in the same order 
plus a fourth one, etc. 

5. Three or four different colored forms are shown to the 
group. The children blind their eyes while one is removed. At 
a symbol they look at the remaining ones and the child called 
upon tells which one has been removed. Different objects can 
also be used and later different word forms (matching the word 
removed from cut-out words). 

6. Place several objects behind a screen (cardboard), raise 
the screen for an instant, and ask designated children to name 
what they saw. 

7. Place a number of objects on a table and ask a child 
to find and name all the things that start just the way the 
word “cat” starts. Use this device for other initial sounds. 

8. Tell the children a story of an actual experience. For 
example, “Billy went to the store to buy butter, eggs, and milk. 
He bought butter and milk. What did he forget?” 
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The Institution 


This is the Institution. O’er its gates _.. 

In letters shining bright that all may read 
“Who so shall be in need,” no matter why, 

“Let him but enter here and in the name 

Of our great State his wants shall be supplied.” 


With pictures fair our childhood’s mem’ry fills, 

The brook, the woods, the never ending fields; 

The rich man’s “castle” settled on the hill; 

The Church’s spire that seems to pierce the sky; 

The leafy path half hidden by the grass: 

The schoolhouse with each scarred and battered bench, 
Within, the ring of childish voices sounds 

In rhythmic chant, addition’s truths to hold. 

The teacher, chiding here and praising there, 

Brings smiles or sorrow as she moves about. 


But now the picture changes. Wide-eyed fear 
Sits on each childish face, for Zanie Void 

The village half-wit stands with lowring brow 
And lifted fist to dare the teacher’s rule. 

So big he seems and she so frail, but Oh 

So brave, as standing to his face she sends 
Him home “to stay and come not here again.” 


He shuffles out with scowling face and threat 
Half muttered as he slams the door. And then— 
The sunshine enters in and brings its peace. 


Full many a time our childish laugh at his 
Stupidity, had turned to fear as on 

His stolid face the sullen stare appeared 

And silenced all our mirth. And now he’s gone 
No more with fascinated ear we stand 
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Twixt shame and fear, and eagerness to hear 
His tales of woodland wonders told in words 
Made more profane to shock our childish minds. 












So every school in every country town 
Contained its Voids, a few brief weeks each year 
Then turned them out to wander as they would. 
We older grew and from the higher grades 

Looked down to see each year another Void 

Now boy, now girl, come in the children’s class 
Defiant and uncomprehending; soon 

To take their places in the local crowd 

Of social misfits on the edge of town. 


















ae * * 









Today a social worker from the field 
Laid on my desk a worked up pedigree. 

And as I read, the half remembered tales 

of Voids and Jukes and Kallikaks recurred 

With startling clearness. All the petty crimes, 

The num’rous times in jail, the fired barns, 

The marriage in the almshouse, and the trial 

Whereat Crete Void, whose progeny had kept 

The county farm in babies many years, i 
Was charged with murder, but because each man i 
Upon the jury knew the stock too well 
They saved him from the gallows. 













Oh you know 
The story, ’tis as old as human kind 
Then why for tell it once again? Because 
No longer are we satisfied to talk 
And mitigate conditions as they are 
We want to find the reason, know the cause 
And lay prevention’s hands upon the Voids, 
And stop the stream of Kallikaks and Nams. 

















From Flow’ring field the farmer takes his toll. 
In factory, mill and shop the workman strives. 
At office desk, on rushing train and boat 






199 





The Training School Bulletin 


Each citizen through many a weary hour 
With eager heart and mind now strives to earn 
His daily recompense of wages due 

That he may live and love, perchance may find 
His little day of happiness and rest. 


And when his creature comforts have been soothed 
His pleasure met and culture’s calls supplied 

The State demands that he shall give his share 
For his protection and his charity. 


Half grudgingly he pays the taxes bill 
Half understanding where his money goes 
Half knowing whether doing good or ill. 

It must be paid, this much he fully knows. 


The Institution reaching forth its hand 
Receives its meed. Beneath its shelt’ring wings 
The wronged and wrong-doer, the innocent 
Who fall or fail because of ignorance, 

The sick, neglected, homeless, all abide. 

“Who so shall be in need, no matter why.” 


It holds them for a week, a month, a year 
Perchance throughout a life time still its hand 
Must guide, protect and minister. The while 
The self-sustaining citizen must pay 

That those who want shall never be in need. 


For food and clothing, training, care, reform 
For warmth and shelter still it makes demands 
Its buildings must be comely. E’en its lawns 
Well kept, with room for pleasure and for play. 
And still sir citizen must give and give. 

The need but grows until the burden seems 
Well nigh too great. 


How shall he be repaid? 
Cannot the institution in its strength 
Give back to him who made it possible 
Some measure of return and take a place 


200 





















The Training School Bulletin 


Amid constructive things. Shall it not be 

A laboratory and a place where in 

The problems of his daily life might find 

A right solution and an answer true? 

Tis here to stay. The flying years 

See politicians come and pass away 

New cults and isms have their rise and fall 
Too oft’ a fund is stablished and before 

The form of him who gave has turned to mould 
The changing circumstances of our life 

Have made it worse than useless and it lives 
To keep itself alive and nothing more. 
















No longer may the institution dwell 
In silent isolation with its doors 
Tight closed to all save he who comes to stay. 

Time was, that people wondered what within 

Its walls transpired. Now they knock and ask 

What do you hear?” “What have you done?” and “What 
Have you to show for all that you have spent?” 

“You are a public institution. You 

Must virile be and with each passing year 

Must youth’s alert, elastic strength excite. 

I dare to question.” Seek, experiment 

And having reached a goal, inspired anew, 

Set still another and fare forth again. 















Be thou a guide, ’tis given you to lead— 
Cooperate with all, nor fail to show 
Your public spirit, whatsoe’re the call 
And while you soothe an ill, look for the cause, 
While punishing, still plan that you may give 
Reward for every effort made. So serve 

That as the weary feet of man or child 

In shame, or pain, in ignorance or want 

Drag to your door as to the Mercy seat 

Your hand shall be outstretched to help them up 
Your knowledge shall be such you’ll know the cause 
Your wisdom such you’ll send them on their way 
Made whole again. 

















J. 
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He is in Uniform Now* 


DEAR UNCLE EpD:— 


Sitting out under the palm trees and warm Florida sun 
last Sunday morning at chapel, Christmas seemed as far away 
as Vineland, but when we started singing the wonderful carols 
my mind immediately went back to The Training School and 
the happy Christmas seasons of years past and especially the 
Christmas dinner and afternoon at Maxham. I re-lived go 
clearly the whole scene from the “parade of turkeys” to your 
beautiful little speech followed by others and finally to the sing- 
ing in the parlor after dinner. Along with this, of course, came 
so many familiar faces — Mother, Father, the Johnstone family, 
Mr. and Mrs. Nash, Miss Groff, Miss Hill, Miss Vernon, Miss 
Fallon, Miss Bates — I could go on indefinitely naming the 
many people who not only make The Training School what it is, 
but who to me are The Training School. 

During the past eighteen years this will be the third Christ- 
mas I have missed and this year, more than any other, I will 
miss so much being with you all. The spirit of Christmas at 
The Training School is something that is hard to express in 
words. It isn’t merely Santa Claus and Tim on Christmas Eve, 
or the happy faces Christmas Morning, nor is it only the dinner 
and singing. I believe that perhaps it is a combination of all 
these plus a real spirit of peace and sincere good will towards 
all, and as I look back on it now, it is one of the most wonder- 
ful and beautiful feelings I have ever experienced. 

Although I can no longer call The Training School home, 
please believe me that it will be ever in my mind through all 
the years to come and I am anxiously looking forward to the 
day when all this war and hatred will be over and I can return 
again for a visit to the peace, beauty, quiet and love of The 
Vineland Training School. 

And now my most hearty and sincere good wishes for 4 
Merry Christmas and truly Happy New Year to you, Aunt Ollie, 
and the entire Training School family. 


BRUCE 


* This letter was written about Christmas time by a member of the family of one 
of our staff. This young man is now in the Armed Forces. 
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Excerpts from the Report of the Director of 
Perkins Institute for the Blind 


Reading for Adult Blind 


“Perhaps no service that Perkins renders has a more far- 
reaching effect than the distribution of reading matter for the 
adult blind. This service is carried on over and above the 
service which the library renders to the school. In this service 
to the adult blind Perkins is one of the twenty-six regional li- 
braries which receive books, embossed in the five printing estab- 
lishments for the blind in the country — one of which is our 
own Howe Memorial Press — for the Library of Congress and 
then distributed to the regional libraries. For this service we 
have in the library 7,013 volumes of moon type, 34,657 volumes 
in braille, and 4,912 volumes of talking book records. All of 
this reading matter is distributed without cost, as the Federal 
Government allows free distribution through the mail. Our 
group, which covers all New England, except Connecticut, which 


is serviced by New York, is made up of a grateful clientele be- — 


cause of the effective way in which we provide this reading 
matter. To be assured of good reading matter is one of the 
greatest blessings that the blind have. 


Another service of Perkins which is far-reaching in its 
influence is the Howe Memorial Press. This was founded in 
1880 by Michael Anagnos, the second Director, in memory of 
Samuel Gridley Howe, the first Director, at a time when read- 
ing matter for the blind was difficult to secure and appliances 
for the education of the blind were practically unknown. 
Through the years it has continued to be an important factor 
in this special field. In addition to embossing braille for the 
Library of Congress and for use at Perkins, it has for many 
years pioneered in the manufacturing of appliances. For a num- 
ber of years Perkins produced a braillewriter, a machine some- 
what similar in purpose to a typewriter, whereby, through the 
pressing of keys, braille can be embossed on paper with great 
rapidity. 
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At the present time we are not manufacturing bra/llewrit- 
ers because these machines require materials which are difficult 
to secure and, also, because we are experimenting with an ep- 
tirely new form of writing machine, which we hope to put on 
the market as soon as materials for its manufacture are ayail- 
able. Another machine which we have made, and which we 
make exclusively in this country, is the braille shorthand ma- 
chine, used by blind secretaries who work for men who prefer 
to dictate directly, rather than through a dictating machine. 
Training in the use of this machine, as well as in braille short- 
hand, is given at Perkins, and we have been able to place a 
number of our graduates in office positions.” 


A Study of Intelligence 


“The corresponding study of the intelligence among our 
new admissions during ten years to the Upper and Lower 
Schools shows that whereas there are 14 per cent who have 
an I.Q. below 70 in the Lower School, we find only one per cent 
in the Upper School. This correlates with our policy of admit- 
ting young children with doubtful ability in order to give them 
a chance to prove themselves under our special instruction, 
while it also shows that care is being exercised in admitting 
older children of lower mental ability. On the other hand, 
however, it is found that only 71% per cent of the children in 
the Lower School have I.Q.’s above 120, whereas there are 15 
per cent in the Upper School. The difference between the Lower 
and Upper Schools is also shown in a comparison of the intel- 
ligence of new admissions, which revealed that only 29% per 
cent of the Lower School pupils have an I.Q. above 100, whereas 
in the Upper School 66 per cent register above that figure, and 
the figure for the entire school is 41 per cent. Similar figures 
for the entire school population of last year show that 50% 
per cent are above 100, six per cent being below 70, while 12% 
per cent are above 120. 

During the year intelligence tests were administered to 
all new pupils who attained an average I.Q. of 102 on the Hayes- 
Binet Tests. The fourteen scholarship students who have been 
tested in the last three years have averaged 126 I.Q. on the 
Wechsler Test and 135 1.Q. on the Terman-Merrill Test, indicat- 
ing that they have been a superior group. Altogether, more 
than 120 individual intelligence tests were given in the school 
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this year and all the pupils from grade four to nine were given 
the Stanford Achievement Tests. Studies are now being made 
of several forms of achievement tests which will provide more 
accurate measurements for those in the High School. Through 
the cooperation of the American Printing House for the Blind 
the many tests being developed and adapted at Perkins are 
made available to all schools for the blind throughout the coun- 
try. Two new forms of Stanford Achievement Tests — Forms 
F and G (now making a series of nine forms) — have been 
prepared at the request of the American Printing House for the 


Blind.” 





Boy Scout Award 


Everyone was made very happy, especially our Boy Scout 
Troop 39, over a signal honor when our Superintendent, Mr. 
Nash received the Silver Beaver Award, Boy Scouts of America 
for Distinguished Service to Boyhood. The Award bears the 
signature of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Honorary President and the 
seal of the National Council of Boy Scouts. The emblem is a 
small silver beaver attached to a blue and white ribbon. We 
know Mr. Nash is distinguished in his service to all boys, but 
Troop 39 still feels they come first in his heart. 
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A Happy Department 


Thinking in terms of happiness as applied to groups of 
school children, all over the world, I do sincerely believe that 
the children in the Training School and particularly those en. 
rolled in the school group are the happiest school children in 
the world. 


Everything is provided for them 

Everything is planned for them 

Everyone is friendly toward them 

They have no fears for the future and no regrets for the past 
They just live in the present with their friends—And are happy. 


An example of this blissful existence is exemplified in the 
lives of two wee little girls—Joan and Marianne. Joan’s home 
is far away from the Training School—her C.A. is 7 and M.A. 
1.8. Marianne also lives a distance from the Training School 
—her C.A. is 7 and M.A. 3.2. Joan lives in her own little world, 
hums and smiles and sometimes says words but is not quite 
“in step” with the world as we know it. She was assigned to 
live with a group of bright active little girls but always stood 
apart from the girls and was not in reality one of the group. 
One day as Joan was standing in the Upper Garrison Hall wait- 
ing for classes to be called I noted that she was looking anx- 
iously for someone to come up the stairs and soon Marianne, 
who lived in another cottage, came into view and walked toward 
her class line and immediately Joan’s expression changed from 
one of worry to one of joy. She held out her hand to Marianne 
who took it and stood on the line beside Joan and both children 
looked supremely happy. Joan then leaned over and touched 
Marianne on the cheek with her lips and then the little girls 
waited for me to give the commands and then hand in hand 
they walked to the Kindergarten room. Joan helped Marianne 
with her coat and seated her at the table, drew a chair up be- 
side Marianne and two little girls beamingly waited until given 
bright beads to string, etc. The next day and the next, the 
story was the same and in a few days Joan was reclassified for 
Marianne’s cottage and it would be difficult to find the equal 
of these two happy little girls. 

We grownups—parents, officers and teachers do know much 
about children but it is certainly true that when we are deal- 
ing with such little children as are Joan and Marianne it is well 
to let “A little girl lead the way to their greatest happiness.” 

ALICE M. NASH 
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Fifty Years Here 








Perhaps some of our readers and those who have visited us 
will remember the story of Willie which was quite well-known 
a number of years ago because of his idiosyncrasies. He was 
eleven years old when he came here in January 1894. Hence 
this is his Fiftieth Institutional Anniversary. We feel that he 
should again step into the limelight for a moment while we look 
over the record of the years. 







Dr. Goddard in speaking of him in 1923 said, “Willie has 
a mentality of eight years. He has been in The Training School 
nineteen years. He had convulsions from one to three years; 
has had measles, whooping-cough, scarlet fever, and cerebro- 
spinal meningitis at the age of six — condition probably due to 
difficult birth. When he came, he was a pyromaniac and had 
started several fires. This impulse was turned to account by 
Superintendent Johnstone, who set him to work in the boiler 
house. Here he finds vent for his mania in a harmless and use- 
ful way. He enjoys the fire; seems to personify it. Shoveling 
coal is to him feeding his beloved. He sometimes gives it part 
of his own dinner. He has never set any fires since he came 
here. 


- Willie is a pleasant, good-natured, agreeable fellow, a good 
worker about the Institution.” (He was seen by Dr. Phelps, | 
December 1932, who also pronounced his condition probably | 

| 














due to birth-lesion. ) 


His pyromaniacal tendencies have been with him all of the 
fifty years he has lived here. However, he has never set a de- | 
structive fire. There has probably never been a day, except be- | 
cause of illness and when on brief visits to his home, that he | 
has not spent some of everyday at the powerhouse. He has 
also had a part-time laundry schedule where he has done faith- 
ful work. There has seemed to be a close association between 
the laundry and the powerhouse that has satisfied him; prob- 
ably the consciousness of power and heat. 
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Miss Annie many years ago told of his mischievousness — 
that when he was displeased, the laundry Supervisor would find 
the mangle cool or the heat for the irons turned off. It could 
generally be traced to Willie, for he knew every screw and 
valve connecting the two buildings. On these days she would 
deprive him of his beloved “cup of coffee” for a meal and Willie 
was good again. We learned the other day, even yet, after all 
these years if things go a bit against Willie’s wishes, his cot- 
tage is apt to find itself without hot water sometime during the 
day. Miss Annie always used “means unto ends” in her won- 
derful training. We find in one report that she had said that 
cleanliness seemed to come a little hard for Willie, so for years 
she had stipulated that immediately after breakfast Willie must 
take a bath. Otherwise, on that day he could not go to the 
powerhouse and as a result they ‘both gained their point and 
both were happy. 


Socially, Willie has enjoyed things on the side line. Ball- 
games and other sports have always given him recreation, al- 
though he has seldom taken part. Store has always been one 
of his greatest pleasures. He almost always has an “extra” 
on his OK slip about which he generally haggles a bit with the 
storekeeper as to its worth. He has always visited his home. 
His family has been most understanding and kind, both to 
Willie and the School. 


Willie is very fond of bees and can pick them up without 
being stung and carries them around in his pocket as pets. 

In view of recent studies on social maturity of older peo- 
ple, we find that Willie is a bit outstanding. He has deteriorated 
considerably from a physical point but his mental age has re- 
mained surprisingly steady. It has varied less than one year 
for the last thirty years, even though the tests have been ad- 
ministered by various people under different conditions. He 
has never tested over eight or under seven by Binet. Surpris- 
ingly, when the Social Maturity Scale was developed, it was 
found that Willie averaged practically the same socially and 
mentally. 

In 1930, Mr. McIntire reported, “Willie has had a part-time 
boiler-room schedule to satisfy his pyromanical tendency. It 
is at the heating-plant, Bill finds his greatest pleasure. He has 
many idiosyncrasies. His work consists in scrubbing, sweep- 
ing, shoveling coal. Each day he is allowed to blow the five 
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o'clock whistle, after which he immediately reports to the per- 
gon in charge, ‘I’ve blowed the whistle, I’m done’ and goes 
home.” Willie has never been able to read but he can always 
tell the time by the Tower clock, to blow the whistle. 

It is interesting that in 1936, it was reported that Willie 
was slowing-up somewhat, both in mental and social functions. 
However, one year later he had overcome this condition and 
was back at his old level. In 1938, we again have a report that 
his mental and social age still remain stable. 

In 1940, when asked to go to the Laboratory, he was not 
sure he could take the time off, because it was almost time to 
“feed the fire its supper” and he wanted to be there. He has 
a great affection for everything connected with the fire house. 

Mr. Thieryung our Chief Engineer reports in 1914, “Willie 
does good work tending the furnace. He is very fond of fire 
and talks to it as to a human being saying, ‘you good fire, I will 
feed you more coal now,’ etc. He understands and likes his 
work.” 

In our last report on Willie Mr. Thieryung says, “At the 
present time, Willie is doing odd jobs around the place. I let 
him do very much as he likes because I feel he has earned his 
way in the powerhouse in years past, with the hard work he 
did then. So if he doesn’t feel like doing anything, we just let 
him rest. On rainy days he will tell the other men that I said 
he was not to do anything and they humor him. He is a good 
and useful boy and as long as I am in the powerhouse I should 
like to have Willie here to do as he likes.” 

HELEN HILL 





Sixty-Eighth Annual Convention 


American Association on Mental Deficiency 


BELLEVUE-STRATFORD HOTEL 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


MAY 11-15-1944 
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Special Education 


We have read with interest the annual report of “Special 
Schools After-Care” City of Birmingham, England. The entire 
report is of special interest, since it has been made during the 
war years. We quote, “As would be expected the demand for 
labour has increased opportunities of employment for the lower- 
grade defectives, and the total of 230 boys in work includes 13 
youths who were excluded from further attendance at school 
as incapable of deriving further educational benefit. Among the 
girls, 5 of the total of 149 were excluded from further school 
attendance, while 9 others were ascertained to be defective but 
left from other schools. 


NATURE OF EMPLOYMENT 


The following table shows the variety in the nature of the 
employment of these defective young persons: 


Males Females 
Work of Artistic Tendencies -- 
Assembling and Warehouse 22 
Clerical 2 
Engineering—Skilled 11 
Engineering:-—Automatic 
Unskilled Factory Worx ........ es 49 
Electrical Work other than Engineering 3 
Electro-plate and Jewellery 1 
Factory, Non-Metal 24 
Outdoor Work pes 28 
Building Trades ............... 18 
Shop and Distributive Trades 15 
Woodwork and Cabinet-making es 
Press Work 
Sewing Trades 
Hotel and Cafe Servants 
Chemical Trades 
Domestic’ Servants 
Miscellaneous Trades 
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Diary Notes 






Our annual Autumn Concert given under the direction 
of Mrs. Aker, Mr. Kelly, Mrs. Holmes and Mrs. Davies 
was a very delightful treat to a music loving audience. 
The stage, as decorated for Harvest Sunday made a 
very fitting and lovely setting for the concert and 
children lacking in musical appreciation were well en- 
tertained as they feasted their eyes on the decorations 
and beauty of the stage. 


Nov.11 Mrs. Bordlemay, a former Summer School student and 
now a teacher in Audubon, New Jersey, was a wel- 
come visitor who spent the day in our classrooms. 














Nov.14 Captain John Porteus of Honolulu, T.H., now in the 
Service of the United States Army, was also a very 
welcome visitor at The Training School. He will be 
remembered as “Little Jack” son of Dr. Stanley Por- 
teus, who was formerly in charge of our Research De- 
partment. They will be glad to know that Captain 
John Porteus, now a handsome six-foot officer, was 
just returning from Oklahoma where he had com- 
pleted a Special Officer’s Training Course. 










Nov. 24 Moving pictures — our introductory Thanksgiving 
treat — a gift made by Mr. Bailey as his Thanksgiv- 
ing contribution to the happiness of the children 
was indeed a real treat enjoyed by everyone, as Mr. 

Bailey’s invitations always include the Training School 

and the Colony families; girls and boys, men and 

women. 













The reception to Santa Claus, which is one of the 
real events, took place here in the evening and when 
Professor Johnstone phoned to Santa Claus and Mr. 
Nash kept peering out of the window into the dark- 
ness, anxiously looking for him to come and the two 
men conversed so very seriously — everyone in the 
audience, old and young alike, at that moment believed 
in Santa Claus. When the jolly, happy guest arrived 
with his bells jingling and pack on his back just spill- 
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ing over with toys the thrill experienced by the chij- 
dren was the same as it has been over the years that 
we have waited for and welcomed Dear Old Santa © 
Claus. 3 
Christmas Day! The carols, played by the band in the 
early morning, always starts the day off right and | 
how we all look forward to this moment when “Hark 
the Herald Angels” played beautifully tells us that 
once again — it is Christmas Morning! 

“Dick Whittington and His Cat,” our Christmas Play 
was given for a Training School audience and a few — 
friends. Seventy-five children were featured in the © 
cast and everything seemd to go off nicely. 

Our club sponsors held a meeting to outline plans for 
the balance of the year. We have 186 boys in our — 
clubs, besides a newly organized girls’ club. . 
Moving picture, “Lily Mars” was shown at Garrison — 
Hall for everybody. 

We had a sleet storm followed by a snow storm, which 
made the finest kind of sledding and skating. No one 
missed a chance to enjoy it. The men on the farm 
took the tractor out and hitched on all the sleds avail- 
able and practically every child in the Institution had 
a ride. It certainly was a jolly sleighing party. The © 
old cutter was rejuvenated and with a steady horse a 
number of ladies were given a ride. 

Mrs. Nash gave a dinner, as a special recognition, in 
Garrison Hall for all of the children who took part in 
the Christmas Play.—The Institution entertained a 
group of seven psychologists over the weekend. They 
held a conference here. 


. 25 Boy Scouts had a Field Drill. 
. 26—Moving picture — “Airforce” and a comedy were © 


. 27 


shown at Garrison Hall. This proved to be a very ex- | 
citing picture. Colony boys came in. ; 


Mr. Renne and some of his farm assistants attended an © 
agricultural conference in Trenton. 3 


Miss Vernon left for a rather extended vacation in 4 
Florida. 
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